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This envoy is received with every honour by Taymus, who
makes over to him his daughter, and she, accompanied by
her nurse and a splendid retinue, joyfully sets out for Egypt.
On their arrival in that country they are met by the Grandee
Potiphar and all his retainers who have marched out to wel-
come them. Zelikha is all eagerness to look upon the Grandee,
so her nurse makes a little slit in the pavilion through which
she peeps, but great indeed is her dismay when she sees a
withered old man instead of the radiant youth of her dreams.
She is well-nigh bereft of her reason by this trick that for-
tune has played her, the more especially as she has pledged
her troth to the fair boy; but an inward voice bids her
be of comfort, and know that though this man is not the
object of her desire, he is the means through which she
shall attain it. The escort forms round her caravan, and they
enter the Egyptian capital in state, when she is taken to
the magnificent palace of the Grandee, where, though sur-
rounded by every luxury and splendour, she remains very
unhappy. Her days are spent in yearning for her beloved
and in prayers to the breeze to seek him out in its wander-
ings, while her one consolation is that she is able to keep
her troth as Potiphar is a eunuch. * So she dwells in the
palace of the Grandee with her heart full of her love, and
wherever she hears of a beautiful youth she seeks him out
in the hope that he may prove to be the object of her
passion. And this brings the story of Zelikha up to the
point where we first meet her.

The love-sick lady, having heard of the arrival of Malik
the merchant with a slave-boy of extraordinary beauty, at
once determines to attend the sale at which the latter is to
be offered. She accordingly repairs thither, accompanied by

1 As in the Vulgate, where in Genesis xxxvir, 36, we read, in Wyclifs
translation, of 'Potiphar, the geldyng of Pharao.'